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The Mission Continues
Talking Points

To unite veterans and their fellow citizens in shared service to the nation.

Fellowship Program

· The Mission Continues awards Fellowships to wounded and disabled veterans who can no longer serve the country in uniform, but who still have a desire to serve.

· A typical Fellowship lasts 14 weeks, during which the Fellow volunteers full-time at a local charitable organization of his or her choosing.

· Most Fellowships are accompanied by a monetary grant to help defray cost of living expenses.

· The Mission Continues is not a charity, it is a challenge—a challenge to wounded and disabled veterans to continue their lives of service here at home.

· Prospective Fellows are ushered through an application, proposal, and selection process by volunteers called “veterans outreach coordinators” (VOCs).
· VOCs are the cornerstone of The Mission Continues.  Teams of VOCs spread the project in various regions of the country.
· The Mission Continues focuses on strengths.  Wounded veterans still have much to offer to our communities and our country.

· Fellows chose their own volunteer service opportunity in order to ensure that their Fellowship will is devoted to something about which they can be passionate.
· Local charitable organizations that serve as hosts to Mission Continues Fellows are known as “partner organizations.”
· Each Fellow produces a series of essays called “impact statements” at different times during the Fellowship.  Impact statements are posted to the website.
· The success of a Fellowship is determined by the social impact that a Fellow makes in his or her community, both during the Fellowship and for years beyond.  
· Fellowship duration and intensity can be adjusted to meet the needs of the Fellow or the partner organization.
· To be eligible for a Fellowship, a veteran must have served in the US Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, and must have some type of disability that precludes further typical military service.  
· In each Fellowship, the volunteer opportunity must demonstrate a “tangible good to the community.”  

· Each Fellowship is named in honor of a US service member who lost his or her life in Iraq or Afghanistan.  Through this “in memoriam,” each Fellow is able to carry on the mission of service of a veteran who died in service to the country.

· Each Fellow is paired with a volunteer mentor—someone from outside of the organization—to provide advice and assistance with the transition to civilian life and to emphasize the importance of service.  

Veterans Tribute Project
· Veterans Tribute projects allow citizens to plan, organize, and execute service projects in honor of veterans who have died in service to the country.
· These projects provide an opportunity for citizens, veterans, and communities to come together in service.
· A Veterans Tribute project allows a community to carry on the mission of service begun by the project’s namesake.  
· Veterans Tribute projects can be one-time events or recurring service commitments.
· The Mission Continues provides toolkits, ideas, and support for Veterans Tribute Projects.
· Veterans Tribute “in memoriams” are nominated by friends, family, or fellow service members. 
Warriors in Service Initiative 
· The Warriors in Service initiative provides service opportunities to wounded service members who are still in the midst of their recoveries.
· Warriors in Service projects are aimed specifically at active duty service members assigned to Army WTUs and CBWTUs, the Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment, and Navy Safe Harbor.
· These projects provide an opportunity for wounded service members to act in a leadership role again—many for the first time since their injury—and to interact with the local community.
· The Mission Continues provides toolkits, ideas, and support for Warriors in Service projects.
· The Warriors in Service initiative is intentionally designed as a passive program that provides auxiliary service opportunities and serves as a precursor to full Fellowships for those in the midst of their recoveries.  
Quantitative Data and Goals
· The Mission Continues is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization based in St. Louis, Missouri.
· The Mission Continues is funded by private charitable donations and grants.  
· In 2007-08, The Mission Continues awarded 13 major Fellowships and distributed over $50,000 in grant money directly to wounded veterans.
· In 2009, The Mission Continues plans to award 36 major Fellowships and distribute more that $200,000 in grants.
· As of July 3, 2009, The Mission Continues has awarded _14_ Fellowships so far in 2009 and currently has _10_ active Fellows.*
· The Mission Continues has a major presence and an outreach team in New York City, Philadelphia, Washington DC, Norfolk, Charlotte-Ft. Bragg, Tampa, Nashville-Ft. Campbell, St. Louis, Austin, San Antonio, Seattle, Fresno, San Diego, and Honolulu.*
· The Mission Continues has also awarded Fellowships in Colorado, Georgia, Arizona, and Maine.*
· The Mission Continues has the capability to award Fellowships in any location in the United States.
· As of July 3, 2009, The Mission Continues has a _24%_ rate of Fellowship award for all prospective Fellows.
· In 2008, The Mission Continues engaged over 500 citizens and veterans in service and accounted for over ​​​​​​10,000 hours of volunteer service.
· In 2009, The Mission Continues plans to engage over 2500 citizens and veterans in service and account for over 20,000 ​​​​​hours of volunteer service.
· As of May 1, 2009, over _34,000​_ service members have been wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan.
History

· The Mission Continues was founded in 2007 by Ken Harbaugh and Eric Greitens.

· Ken and Eric—both Duke University graduates who served as US Navy officers—used their disability pay and combat pay, respectively, to found the organization.
· Dr. Eric Greitens is a Rhodes Scholar, White House Fellow, Navy SEAL, and Purple Heart recipient.  Eric currently serves as volunteer Chairman and CEO of The Mission Continues.
· Ken Harbaugh is a former naval aviator and a graduate of Yale Law School.  Ken is on the board of directors and provides guidance as volunteer Executive Director of The Mission Continues.
Quotes

· “Service to your country can continue long after your time in uniform.”
· “The Mission Continues is not a charity; it is a challenge.” (-Chris Marvin, former Mission Continues Fellow and National Director of the Fellowship Program)
· “Service strengthens our communities, and in turn, strengthens our nation.”
· “I lost my legs, that’s all.  I did not lose my desire to serve, or my pride in being an American.” (–spoken by a wounded service member)
· “Our nation does an excellent job at saying thank you, but what wounded and disabled veterans need to hear is, ‘We still need you.’” (-Eric Greitens, Chairman and CEO)
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