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Dear Friend,

Thank you for serving with The Mission Continues.  By serving with us you continue the mission of service of American service men and women throughout the world.  After completing your Hour of Service you will be an official Mission Continues Volunteer.   As a Volunteer you will advocate and advance our mission by sharing our movement with those who believe in serving our country by serving our communities.  We are proud to have you with us.  Only with your service and dedication can we continue our mission of service here at home.   Welcome to the team.
Please feel free to contact me or Chris Martinez at cmartinez@missioncontinues.org, if you have any questions.

Yours in service,
Eric Greitens 
Chairman 

The Mission Continues
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Introduction

To unite veterans and their fellow citizens in shared service to our nation.
The Mission Continues Fellowship program is the flagship project of the Center for Citizen Leadership—a 501 (c)(3), non-profit organization based in St. Louis, Missouri.  Our mission is to award Fellowships to wounded and disabled veterans for volunteer service in their communities.  Our goal is to provide service opportunities to wounded veterans who still have the desire to serve their country, but whose disabilities prevent them from continuing to serve in the military.  The Mission Continues accomplishes this goal by awarding Fellowships to veterans who have suffered injuries in Iraq or Afghanistan.  

An average fellowship covers 14 weeks, during which the fellow volunteers full-time at a local charitable organization.  The fellowship is funded through grants and donations, and each Mission Continues Fellow is awarded a monetary grant to enable the Fellow to offset cost-of-living expenses while he or she volunteers. We have created a competitive Fellowship that allows us to select the best and the brightest wounded and disabled veterans to serve in their communities.   

The Mission Continues believes the best way to honor the service of a fallen service member is to live their beliefs.  So TMC provides opportunities to join and do so.  Through Veterans Tributes, volunteers come together in service to memorialize members of our military who lost their lives in defense of our country.  These projects allow citizens and veterans to continue the mission of those who gave the greatest sacrifice in service.  The Mission Continues provides all the resources and support for anyone who would like to organize and execute a Veterans Tribute service project.    

Through the Warrior in Service initiative, The Mission Continues offers group volunteer opportunities to “wounded warriors” who are still in the midst of their recoveries.  These opportunities can be one-time engagements or recurring commitments, and they may serve as precursors to full-time Mission Continues Fellowships.  In each instance, the projects are organized, lead, and carried out by a group of “wounded warriors.”

By encouraging volunteer activities, we will ignite a movement of service and develop the next generation of citizen leaders who will strengthen our communities through service.  We are also able to celebrate the talents of our military members who continue to serve, and we are remembering the attributes of those who are no longer with us, but whose legacy of service can live on. 

For more information please visit us on the web at www.missioncontinues.org.  Or e-mail info@missioncontinues.org.   
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Join the Movement

As of March, 2009 nearly 35,000 American service men and women have been wounded as a result of the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Many have been discharged from the military because of their injuries.  These veterans have carried the nation’s burden in war, and now they are overcoming the challenge of a disability.  The leadership skills and life experiences that they possess are valuable and untapped assets.  

The Mission Continues was founded in 2007 after a returning Navy SEAL visited with wounded Marines at Bethesda Naval Hospital.  The Marines expressed an unwavering desire to continue serving their country, even if they could not do so in the military.  Inspired, this Navy SEAL used his own combat pay to found the Center for Citizen Leadership and launched The Mission Continues as its flagship project.  Today, The Mission Continues strives to provide opportunities for continued service here at home, a goal that is reflected in its mission: To unite veterans and their fellow citizens in shared service to our nation
The Mission Continues engages the leadership potential of wounded veterans through its flagship initiative, The Mission Continues Fellowship Program.  The goal is to provide service opportunities for wounded veterans who still have the desire to serve their country, but whose disabilities prevent them from continuing to serve in the military.  The Mission Continues accomplishes this goal by awarding fellowships for volunteer work to veterans who have suffered traumatic injuries in Iraq or Afghanistan.  
With your help we can continue to help these men and women make the transition from the military to home.  By hosting a The Mission Continues Benefit Project or by leading a The Mission Continues Tribute Project volunteers help to raise awareness and/or funds for our Fellows.  

We are counting on volunteers like you and know the mission will continue safely in your hands.  
We Believe the best way to say thank you to someone is by living their beliefs.                                   Here are the two main ways our volunteers can honor and live the beliefs of service men and women
 The Mission Continues Tribute Project

· Lead a community service project in honor of a fallen service member.
The Mission Continues Benefit Project

· Host a small or large fundraiser to support our Fellows.
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COMMITMENT TO continue the mission
WE CHALLENGE those who are wounded or disabled from their service to

continue to serve at home

WE HONOR those who have served before us, especially those who have made the

greatest sacrifice, by living their beliefs through our service

WE CALL upon all citizens to embrace a culture of service and engage in service to

our country

WE RECOGNIZE that everyone has a way to serve their community and their

Country


WE BELIEVE in thanking those who have served not only with gratitude, but by

communicating how much their country still needs them and by living their beliefs, through service
WE BELIEVE in a country that has the courage to provide returning veterans with

the resources to use their skills to become leaders here at home

WE BELIEVE communities have the compassion to unite veterans and their fellow

citizens in shared service

WE BELIEVE in empowering citizens and veterans alike to lead service in their

community, therefore serving their country

And

WE PROMISE, if you serve, you will be able to say you have made this

great nation even greater, and that your service has enriched your life
I AM READY to Continue the Mission of service. 

X_______________________________________________

What can I accomplish in an hour?
The Mission Continues – Hour of Service is a simple way to volunteer in honor of a fallen service member.  By doing this hour of service you become an Advocate for The Mission Continues, one who has the knowledge and power to spread the word about our organization and demonstrates active commitment through small acts of service.  Perhaps, you are planning on performing larger projects in the future, but want to get started now.  The Hour of Service is a fun and meaningful approach to demonstrating your commitment to a movement of service.  Completing an hour of service makes you a Mission Continues Advocate, sharing our mission and movement of service throughout your community.
Whether you plan to lead several projects, host numerous benefits or simply focus on one or more Hours of Service, the HoS provides the opportunity to let people know that you care about the service and sacrifice of the servicemen and women who have served and continue to serve in Iraq and Afghanistan, including our wounded and disabled and the fallen. 
Here are the 3 things you must do to complete an hour of service
1. Write or email 10 friends, family members or associates who do not know about The Mission Continues and explain what we do as well as why it is important to you.  Tell them about your Hour of Service.  If you plan on hosting a larger event tell them about that too.

We have provided a sample letter, but we encourage you to add your own thoughts and feelings about why The Mission Continues means something to you.

2. Perform a simple act of service.  Previous volunteers have:
· Put together and mail a single care package to a service member
· Visited a local Veteran’s retirement home and spent time reminiscing and saying thank you

· Cleaned a park
· Helped a neighbor with a difficult task around their house

· Tutored a student in need

· Identified a coworker in need of a helping hand

· Helped someone who needs assistance shopping for groceries

· Put together a gift basket for someone who has lost a loved one
3. Your service was inspired by the service of others.  So now write a letter to a The Mission Continues Fellow or veteran or family of a fallen veteran who inspires you.  
· Thank them for their service or the service of their loved one, reminding them, that  your service took place because of their inspiration.  Let them know that you intend on living their beliefs and continuing their mission, by joining The Mission Continues’ movement of service.
No matter which act you choose, copy and paste the Commitment to Serve page onto a word document and type your name in the bottom and please email it back to us.  Feel free to pass these documents on to your friends and family as well.
You are ready to continue the mission, You are ready to join the movement.
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From the desk of a Mission Continues Volunteer

Below is a sample of how you may reach out to friends and family

This letter is also attached or downloadable in MS Word format for easy use
Dear Friend,

I have recently become an Advocate with The Mission Continues and want to tell you about it.
The Mission Continues empowers wounded and disabled veterans to continue service to our 
country even though they can no longer serve in the military.  By placing these men and women 
in either full-time Fellowships with non-profits or in Wounded Warriors in Service projects, 
The Mission Continues helps them serve their country, by serving their community.  

The Mission Continues also unites citizens and veterans in service.  We can honor the legacy of 
a Fallen Service Member through a The Mission Continues Veteran Tribute Project or help 
support the Fellows through The Mission Continues Benefits.  
The Mission Continues offers a challenge, not charity.  By challenging wounded and disabled 
veterans we say thank you, but more importantly, we say we believe in you and we still need you.  
By challenging citizens to join in this culture of service The Mission Continues gives 
everyone the opportunity to say thank to veterans and fallen service members in the best way 
possible, by living their beliefs.

I am reaching out to you because I thought you may find the work these men and women are
performing of interest.  If you would like to learn more, please go to www.missioncontinues.org.  
I will be in touch, as I will be helping to increase awareness of this movement of service and 
leading action on its’ behalf in the form of my own projects.
Sincerely,

	
	1415 Olive Street, Suite 100 St. Louis, MO 63103 (314) 588-8805

www.MissionContinues.org
	

	
	
	


Why I Served-Letter Examples
Here are some ways to begin a letter to a family of a fallen service member or veteran
Dear Family of                                              , (Fallen Service Member)

Hello, my name is          
the service of has inspired me to give my time in service to others.  I am writing through The Mission Continues to tell you how I am choosing to continue the mission of service.

OR
Dear  Mission Continues Fellow or Dear Veteran                                           ,

Hello, my name is                                    , your service as a veteran has inspired me to give my time in service to others.  I am writing through The Mission Continues to tell you how I want to continue the mission of service.
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Dear Volunteer,

Congratulations on joining our team.  We hope that your hour of service is rewarding.  Projects like yours make a difference in the lives of citizens and veterans everyday.  We hope you take pride in being part of a mission of service for all Americans.  This hour of service may be the beginning of a larger project in which case, thank you and good luck.  Or, If a larger project lies in your future, let us know how we can help you and thanks for this hour of service.  Whatever you have chosen for your service, know that the best way to honor our service members is to live their beliefs, join the movement for America, and continue the mission.
Yours in the Spirit of Service,

Chris Martinez

Director of Volunteer Outreach

The Mission Continues

A Mission for Americans, A Movement for America
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